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pleasure to please tender relations is amiable, and superior
to wisdom; for wisdom, however laudable, is but a selfish
virtue. But I do decide peremptorily that it was very
prudent to decline the invitation to Wentworth House,
which was obligingly given; but, as I am very proud for
you, I should have disliked your being included in a mobbish
kind of coJme. You two are not to go where any other two
misses would have been equally priees, and where people
would have been thinking of the Princes more than of the
Berrys. Besides, princes are so rife now, that, besides my
sweet nephew2 in the Park, we have another at Richmond :
the Duke of Clarence has taken Mr. Henry Hobart's house,
point-blank over against Mr. Cambridge's, which will make
the good woman of that mansion cross herself piteously, and
stretch the throats of the blatant beast at SudbrookB, and of
all the other pious matrons a la ronde; for his Royal High-
ness, to divert lonesomeness, has brought with him a Miss
Polly Finch, who, being still more averse to solitude,
declares that any tempter would make even Paradise more
agreeable than a constant tete-a-tete.

1  agree with you in not thinking Beatrice one of Miss
Earren's capital parts.    Mrs. Pritchard played it with more
spirit,  and was   superior to   Garrick's   Benedict;   so   is
Kemble4, too, as he is to Quin in Maskwell.    Kemble and
LysonsB the clergyman passed all Wednesday here with me.
The former is melting the three parts of Henry the Sixth
into one piece: I doubt it will be difficult to make a tolerable
play out of them.

2  The Duke of Gloucester.                 "Walpole became very friendly, and
8 Lady Greenwich.                           Lysons dedicated to the latter (then
* John Philip Kemble (1757-1823).      Earl   of   Orford)   his   Environs  of

He first appeared in London in 1783,   * London.   Four letters of Walpole to

and undertook the management of     Lysons are printed for the first time

Drury Lane Theatre in 1788.                in the present edition of the Letters

6 The Rev. Daniel Lysons (1762-     from originals in possession of Mrs.

1834),   topographer.    Lysons    and     Alfred Morrison..
